RISHECMACHER

MARCH 2008 Calam | utharan € ||rch

VUIVIIT RVMUIVIUTNT ViTvl VI

And Jesus said to them, "Follow me and I will make you fishers of men."  Matthew 4:19

From The Interim Pastor

RESURRECTION = FREEDOM!

If you read the front page story of the SF Chronicle on Thursday, Dec. 15, 2005, you
would have read about a female humpback whale that had become entangled in a spider
web of crab traps and lines. She was weighted down by hundreds of pounds of traps that
caused her to struggle to stay afloat. She also had hundreds of yards of line (rope)
wrapped around her body-her tail, her torso, a line tugging in her mouth.

A fisherman spotted her just east of the Farralone Islands (outside the Golden Gate) and
radioed an environmental group for help. Within a few hours, the rescue team arrived
and determined that she was so bad off, the only way to save her was to dive in and
untangle her-a very dangerous proposition. One slap of the tail could kill a rescuer. They
worked for hours with curved knives and eventually freed her.

- When she was free, the divers say she swam in what seemed like
joyous circles. She then came back to each and every diver, one at
a time, and nudged them, pushed them gently around as though she
was thanking them. Some said it was the most incredibly beautiful
experience of their lives. The guy who cut the rope out of her
mouth says her eye was following him the whole time, and he will never be the same.

The Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ sets us free from the main thing that has us
tangled — death. We are free to live and love and serve to help others know the same kind
of freedom and joy and hope we know in The Risen Christ. Happy Easter to you and all
those you hold dear! See you in church for sure March 23, if not before!

Love, Pastor Ford

P.S. T am the new Interim Pastor for Salem. I look forward to meeting and greeting you
soon at Salem. If you bring a friend or neighbor, you will get bonus points! :)



