SANCTUARY REFURBISHMENT COMMITTEE

Over four weeks in January and February, the “Sanctuary Study” group, led by Pastor
Marcus, met to discuss “A Place of Encounter: Renewing Worship Spaces” by D. Foy
Christopherson and other supplementary material on the history and design of buildings
for Christian worship. The objective of the group was to establish a common theological
understanding of worship spaces with an eye toward the refurbishment of our own
sanctuary. Some of the key concepts discussed by the group were:

1) A sanctuary is a place where people come to “meet God in a hurry.” In order to do
so, it must be a work of art which proclaims the gospel.

2) The form and decoration of a sanctuary should be simple and place emphasis on the
places where we encounter the living God: word, meal, water and the assembly.

3) The assembly of worshipers are the living body of Christ and should be shown the
same reverence as the word and sacraments. This means that the nave should be as
beautifully decorated as the chancel and the people should have the opportunity to
encounter one another during the worship service.

4) Worship should engage all of our senses through sights, sounds, tastes, smells and
touch.

5) As we use a worship space “things” can become reminders of our encounters with
God and take on a sacred quality.

Now that we have a firm grasp on the theological concepts which shape a worship space
and an understanding of the practical problems raised by the recent “Master's Plan”
survey, we are ready to take the next step toward the renewal of the almost 50 year old
sanctuary. For this purpose, a Sanctuary Refurbishment Committee, chaired by Kirstyn
Perry, is forming. If you would like to participate on the committee or just provide some
input, please contact Kirstyn or the church office.

Thank you dear friends for the marvelous send-off celebrations
you gave me. The farewell luncheon, speeches, cards, gifts, and
countless heart-felt expressions of gratitude have overwhelmed
and touched me deeply. I have no more words. Only this grand
glow of your “California Sunshine.”

Yours always in Christ, Marcus Hess
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